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Customers may incur postage costs
when submitting a patent or trademark
assignment request to the USPTO by
mail. The USPTO expects that some
assignment requests will be submitted
by fax but that approximately 87,569 of
the 134,971 paper assignment requests
per year will be submitted by mail. The
USPTO estimates that the average first-
class postage cost for a mailed Patent or
Trademark Recordation Form Cover
Sheet submission is 80 cents, resulting
in a total postage cost for this collection
of $70,055 per year.

The total non-hour respondent cost
burden for this collection in the form of
filing fees, recordkeeping costs, and
postage costs is estimated to be
$27,165,603 per year.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, e.g., the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: January 22, 2008.

Susan K. Fawcett,

Records Officer, USPTO, Office of the Chief
Information Officer, Customer Information
Services Group, Public Information Services
Division.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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Records

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of proposed new Privacy
Act system of records.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974,
as amended, the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO) gives

notice of a proposed new system of
records entitled “COMMERCE/PAT—-
TM-21 National Medal of Technology
and Innovation Nominations.” We
invite the public to comment on the
system announced in this publication.
DATES: Written comments must be
received no later than February 27,
2008. The proposed system of records
will be effective on February 27, 2008,
unless the USPTO receives comments
that would result in a contrary
determination.

ADDRESSES: You may submit written
comments by any of the following
methods:

E-mail: Susan.Fawcett@uspto.gov.

Fax: (571) 273-0112, marked to the
attention of Susan Fawcett.

Mail: Susan K. Fawcett, Records
Officer, Office of the Chief Information
Officer, Customer Information Services
Group, Public Information Services
Division, United States Patent and
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

All comments received will be
available for public inspection at the
Public Search Facilities, Madison East—
1st Floor, 600 Dulany Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan K. Fawcett, Records Officer,
Office of the Chief Information Officer,
Customer Information Services Group,
Public Information Services Division,
United States Patent and Trademark
Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA
22313-1450, (571) 272-5429.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
National Medal of Technology is the
highest honor awarded by the President
of the United States to America’s
leading innovators. Established by an
act of Congress in 1980, the Medal of
Technology was first awarded in 1985.
The Medal is given annually to
individuals, teams, and/or companies/
divisions for their outstanding
contributions to the Nation’s economic,
environmental and social well-being
through the development and
commercialization of technology
products, processes and concepts;
technological innovation; and
development of the Nation’s
technological workforce. The purpose of
the National Medal of Technology is to
recognize those who have made lasting
contributions to America’s
competitiveness, standard of living, and
quality of life through technological
innovation, and to recognize those who
have made substantial contributions to
strengthening the Nation’s technological
workforce. By highlighting the national
importance of technological innovation,
the Medal also seeks to inspire future

generations of Americans to prepare for
and pursue technical careers to keep
America at the forefront of global
technology and economic leadership.

The America Competes Act of 2007
abolished the Technology
Administration of the Department of
Commerce as of August 9, 2007 (sec.
3002). The administration and
nomination processing for the National
Medal of Technology has been officially
transferred by the Secretary of
Commerce to the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO). In
addition, the title of the award will be
updated to the “National Medal of
Technology and Innovation.”” The
USPTO is therefore giving notice of a
new system of records that is subject to
the Privacy Act of 1974. The proposed
system of records will maintain
information on individuals who are
nominated for the National Medal of
Technology and Innovation.

The proposed new system of records,
“COMMERCE/PAT-TM-21 National
Medal of Technology and Innovation
Nominations,” is published in its
entirety below.

COMMERCE/PAT-TM-21

SYSTEM NAME:

National Medal of Technology and
Innovation Nominations.

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION:
Unclassified.

SYSTEM LOCATION:

Office of the Under Secretary and
Director, United States Patent and
Trademark Office, 600 Dulany Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314.

CATEGORIES OF INDIVIDUALS COVERED BY THE
SYSTEM:

Nominees for the National Medal of
Technology and Innovation.

CATEGORIES OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM:

Nomination Form, including name,
postal address, telephone number, e-
mail address, citizenship, employment
history, and other information
pertaining to the applicant’s activities.
Statements containing various kind of
information with respect to the
contributions of the individual(s) and/or
group(s).

AUTHORITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE SYSTEM:
15 U.S.C. 3711.

PURPOSE(S):

The information in this system of
records is used by the Nomination
Evaluation Committee to determine the
eligibility and merit of nominees during
the annual selection of the recipients of
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